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Introduction
 Imagine yourself going on a walk in the woods in Alaska or Canada.  You hear the sound of a big   

animal not far from you.  I’m guessing you would be scared, because I would be.  But then a mother caribou 

and her calf peek their heads out of the tress.  You are no longer scared but amazed!  What a beautiful  

animal!  They start to gracefully prance across the trail.  As you walk back, you can’t stop thinking about that 

amazing animal, the caribou!  You’re seeing the broad hooves, their skinny legs, and fascinating antlers.
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Names
 Caribou have several different names.  The caribou’s common name, believe it or not, is caribou or 

reindeer.  The caribou’s scientific name is Rangifer taranut trafi.  A female is called a cow.  The male is 

called a bull. The baby is called a calf.  Those sure are a lot of names!
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Description
 Caribou are the only deer species in which both female 

and male grow antlers!   Their middle body is brown.  They 

have tan legs and antlers.  Their necks are usually white.  

Caribou are four to five feet long from the shoulders to their 

tails.  The average weight for an adult caribou is 240-700 

pounds!  A calf can weigh up to thirteen pounds.  The cari-

bou’s body is really special.                    
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Habitat
 Caribou live in a cold habitat.  They have adapted to their cold habitat up north.  The caribou live on 

flat land with the shelter of trees.  

Caribou eat grass, moss, willow 

barrin leaves, small shrubs, berries 

and lichen.        
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Special Abilities

 Caribou have adapted to survive out in the cold.  Their broad hooves let them walk on through or on top 

of the snow.  Their thick winter coats keep them warm.  Caribou have hollow hair, so when they have to cross 

water when they migrate, their hair traps air, making them float!  It is a good thing caribou have all those 

great adaptations to survive out in the frozen tundra!

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           



Range and Population
! The caribou live in a lot of different places.  Caribou live in northern North America, Canada, 

Greenland, Alaska, Ellesmore (the Arctic island), and Montana.  Two of the caribou subspecies are al-

ready extinct.  Their names were Taranut graphti and Barren grand.  In 1988, there were 472,000 

caribou left.  In 

2006, there were 

only 128,000 

caribou left.       
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Threats

 There are many threats to the caribou.  One of the threats is climate change.  There is global warm-

ing, which is causing more freezing rain, which makes it harder for caribou to 

get to their food because they need to migrate to get their food.  The cari-

bou’s main predator is humans.  Humans are also damaging the caribou’s 

habitat by logging and building more and more roads.   Snowmobiles are also 

driving caribou out of their habitat.  If these threats don’t stop coming, the 

caribou’s population will keep going down.
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Valued For

 Sadly, caribou are valued for their skin, fur and meat.  People eat their meat, wear the fur and skin, 

and also use their hides to make tents.  A caribou’s antlers are an attractive hunting trophy for poachers.  

People can make knives, fishhooks, and other small things out of the   antlers.  Clearly, people can use the 

caribou for many things.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           



Solutions

 Did you know that anyone can help save the caribou?  Anyone can sign 

up to receive instant alerts and updates about big issues affecting all endan-

gered animals, including the caribou.  You can also join wildlife groups.  You 

can make posters that make people aware of what’s happening to this ani-

mal.  I hope these solutions work, and I hope people use them. 
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